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Two Hundred Thousand
Biuidits Who Collcct
Toll of All Travelers.
HowFillages are Black-
mailed.Spies and Sig-
nal Fires. Recent Hold-
ups on the Trans-Sibe-
rian R ai / roa d-~ Th e

Bandits and the Sepoys.
Piracy.Danger to For¬
eign ers. Tli e Brigan ds
of A irin.
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Chin-Chou, Manchurla, 1009.
1 have been. ridlnp all day on the

rallroad wlth -ar'me 1 guarils at l»>ili
ends of my car. We had a company
of soldiers in the" thlrd-class compart-
roent next lo the engine and evory sta¬
tion was guardod. There has beon a
recent outbreak or the Huang Houtzes,
Thry have boen holdlhg up trains i"
Hie varlous parts of Manchurla, nml
.jiim the other day they robbed the
express under the very shadow of thf
city of Harbln aml captured $40,000
Even hor.-, In the south, the trains
me not safe, nnd they all have soldlere

upon them. The llrst thintr one uoes
on hls arrlval at every depot ls a
squ.id of Cuiiie.se snlillers carr'ylng
Mausor rllles. Tliey llne themselves
up in front of the traln and stand
to attentlon until lt pulls out.

Tlie TunrcjgM of .M.niclitirlii.
These guards are a necessity on ac¬

count of the Ilimng Houtzes, who form,
perhaps, thn most ronmrknhle orgnnt-
zation of brlgajids now known. They
mlght he called tlie Tuaregs, of Jimi-
clniria, for they surpass in number and
darlng tlie velled, cani'ol-mountod ban-

Idlts of tho Saliara. They have rapidly
lncreased alnce tho Boxer uprlslng, and
especially since the Japan-Russlan

j Wftr. They now number ovor 200,000,
and their asents nro to be found in
every clty and village. They thtive a
roKulnr toll which thoy collcct on all
travelers outslde tho railroads, and
every Chinese passenger who goes over
Manchurla on foot. ln a cart, or on
horsebnek, must pay trlbute to them.
Thoy hnve lixed cliarges as to gooa3

ln trnnslt, nnd tho carts cnrrylns
freight aro marked wllh llttle printed
Ilags with red. bordors, furnishod by
them. Upon the Ilags aro printed Chi-
nese chnracters, certlfying that tlio
owner hns pald hls toll. and that tlie
vehlcle and drlvers are not to ho nfio-
lested.. Otherwise tlie man is sun- to
bo robbed and his men may be kllled.
A few months ago on the same day

ino carts started out from Mukden.
Or these all hut two had pald thelr
toll and boro I-Iuang Houtze Ilags. Tho
mon and goods In tlie carts so flaggeil
fcoinploted their journpjy ln safety; hut
tlie others, who had refused to pay the
toll, were attackod hy the hanrlits be-
fore thoy had gone thirteen mlles from
tho clty. Tho goods wore stolen and
thelr drlvors were killed.
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. During my stay in Mukden, I talkenv
Wlth tlie agent nf a Mg mlning cnu-
ccsslon, a man wh., represents a largo

j organization ot Brltish and Japanese
capitalists. lie |s openlng up a gold
region in the Kirln province, and has
to send hls supplles to the mlning
camps across country. II,. says he
daros not start out a cart without such
prdtectlon, and Ihat In important cases
he usually employs one of the brl-
gands to jro along in person He did
thls wlth two Engllsh mlning en-
Kinecrs whom he sont forward last
week. Sald he:
"They might have urotten through nll

rlght with the Huang Hout/.e ilajrs
on thelr carts, hut, outslde the great
organization of brlgands, there lit-tt
petty hands of robbers who might at¬
tack them. Such men wlll not dare lo
touch any one guariled hy a I-Iuang
Ho.lltze; for, ir caught, they would
surely be killed liy tlie latter,

Mountetl Unl.lu-rs.
The Huang Houtzes are well mount¬

ed. They have I'hlnose ponles, whlch
can go thlrty miles a day without
tirihg, and can he pushctl to twicft
that, Tlie ponles are never groomed
and are exceedlngly ilirty. The bandlts
carry nothlng with them but their
arms, except a long rur coat, which
tliey wear ln the winter, and a riullt,
folded over thelr saddles. They liavo
modern guns and are armed with re¬
volvers. The majority carry Alausor
rifles or i>i« hoi-e Wlnchesters. Some
have Russian plstols, and many have
Japanese weapons, whicli they have
colh-cted from the battleflelds or havo
gcitteri hold of in some way or other
during tlie war. Tlieir ammunition is
of European mako, and some of them
have cartrldges of smokeloss powder.
During the Chlna-Jupan W4r they
bought or stole a quaritity of rifles
from the runaway Chinese soldiers, and
got additional arms in 1900, when the
arsonajs of North China' were looted
and tlie arms dlstrlbuted gratls by the
Officials, They have captured some
guns from tho Russlaiis during tlio
past few years and 'they havo alto-
gethcr a splendid equlpment,

A UIk OrKUiil/.nlUiii.
I am told that these bandlts havo

etxisted as an organization for ages,
but that thoy have never been so as-
soctuted together as now. Thelr re-
sorts have boen the mountalnous ro-
glons of Mongolla ahd Manchurla,
from whonce they havo gone down regu-
lariy to prey upon the poople <>f tho
lowlands. The words Huang Houtza
mean red beards. if is said that these
outlnws sometimes dyo thelr halr aml
beards red, nnd that thus decorated
thoir names become synonymous with
the dovll ln tlio lllinds o( the north¬
ern Chinese,

1 undorstahd that each hand has one

chlef, wlth soveral mlnor chiefs, who
form his hoiiyguard. Thero ut-u about
Ilfty of these head men in ,-i hand,
iiml oach lias ton or twenty brlgands
under hlm; tlie wholo making a gaug
of i;00O or moro. Such a band wlll
take chargo pf a certain part of tha
country, similar hands bolng locatotl
in other roglons. The- brlgamls hnve
a Bystenv of lntercoinmunlcatlpn hy
whlch thoy can comblno aml hy which
the guarantee df bne company ls re-

spectod by ihe otli'ovs.
l'very band has Its secret agents In

tho locallly where it operatos. Theso
men know ull nbout llm buslness ot
tllO towns nnd villages. Tliey nollfy
Un- lumUlta what eargoos of goods aro
tn he Bhlppod and, as far ns posslhlo,
lho wealth and standing of the shlp-
por, Thoy aro sald to koep books, In¬
eludlng tho ruiis of tho bandlts' namos
»imi llle pay they neelvc, as woll as
tho pi-'dit of oach robbory and Its Ulu-.
position.

Tn.\liig thu VlUtlgc*,
The Huang [nuizes arelaxing tlio

Villages of Miuiehiu-ia. Tlli! chlef of
the hlllUl llpliltllB tlie l-lgllt to cel'talll
tep-Iloi-y Keeps uaik nf tlu, weallh
uf itk iiihiihlliinis, and li« makes al-
must every uiiin pay for protoctioii
from lho Huang lloulzo ralils. VII-
liiKi-s aro tuxed ua such, und in tht-ao

YOL'IX COACHMAJN JIAV HE A IHtlfitX^O IX nlSfilHSE.

cases the brlgands agr'eo to keep oll
other robbers. They sometimes sta¬
tlon guards ahottt tho towns, and in
case of attack come to tlie ald of the
police. ln such places tho. Huang
Houtze agent furnlshes the flags to
travelers. and this ls dono likewise ln
the larger citles.
Take. for instance, Newchwang,

whlch Is the chlc-f seaport of Manchu¬
rla. II hns a Huang Houtze agent, who
has a regular ofllce where any ono
may go and buy the right to travel
over the country. lt Is only recently
that it has been necessary for for-
elgners to have such protection, hut
now all people golng alone wlll do
well io gel Huang Houtze flags .lu.-i
the othor daj a yoiing woman. an Eng¬
llsh glrl, who was goir.£_ a cross lho
country in a cart, was swooped down
upon by a hand of flfteen mounted
Huang Houtzes. They robbed her of
all her belonglngs, ineludlng evencjier
shoes and stockin^s, leavlng her bare-
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footed nnd hareheaded by the road-
slde. She had only ?40.

lleld for llniiMum.
In tlils case the young woman was a

misslonary and tho brlgands knew that
she was probably poor. Had she been
a rich Chinese lady she mlght have
boen held for ransom. Thls hn.s heen
done wlth Chinese merchants; Not long
ago a silk trader was caught within

.llve miles of the cijy in which lie
llved and carrled off to the mountains,
The Huang Houtzes kept hlm there
until the $30,0(10 which they demanded
as a ransom was pald. Not a few
merchants whon they have valuable
cargoes to take from one place to
another hlro companles of these bri-
gands to go along wlth them, and thla
ls so on both sides of the great wall.

Itnilroud lli.lil-l i>k.
Iu the past few- months the Huang

Houtzes havo held up several traini
on the Trans-.Siherian Railroad anu
especlally on that branch or it which
comes down through Manchurla. I
talked last night wjth a man who was
on a traln stopped near Harbin, Thls
is one of the biggest clties of northern
Manchurla, a large military post. and
stirrounded with Russlan soldiers.
Nevertholoss, the Huang Houtzes had
arranged to ditch the cars and rojj the
passengers. They had twlsted tho ralls
just above an embankment ahout twen-
ty feet hlgh and wero walting on the
bills nearby for the express to come.
In the meantime the uatrolnmn hnd
discoverod the Ihjury done to the track.
He flred three shots, nnd thus warned
tlie engineer so that the t'raln was
stopped within ahout flfty feet of
where the rails were hroken. Upon the
cars was a large guard of Cossacks,
who made .a demonstratlon. This
frlghtoned the bandlts and they re-
mainod on a neighborlnpr hlll whlle the
traln stopped. They watched tho rail-
road men, guarded hy the Cossacku,
relay the tracks, and flred a parting
volley at them as the traln ptilled
away.
i'l'hc Iluniitr lloulj-.es nnd Si'iiii.vh.

These bandits will have to he con-
trolled hy tlie Chinese. Neither the
Japanese nor tho Kusslnns will permii.
a contlnuation of the attacks upon
thoir trains. As lt ls nnw, thero seems
to bo a combination hetween the Chi¬
nese troops and Chinese ofllclals nnd
Huang Houtzes. lt Is even sald that
somo or the policemen of tho villages
aro themselves Huang Tloutzes, and
that the officials of the larger clties
a're ln alllance wlth them. Evory few
months some soldiers nro sent otit to
pull thom down. They come back,
bringlng tho heads or what they say
wore Uunnpr Hpiitxcs, but whlch, lt is
generally belleved, are the heads of
coolles, whom they havo killod instead.
These brlgands nro very darlng.

They do not soom afrnld of death and
thoy will fight when nttacked. lt was

just after tbo Bpxor trouble that 1,400
of thom came down tbrough tho great
wnll and adyanced toward the rall¬
way. Tho Chinese asked fnr help;
and somo Brltish nfllcers nnd iv com¬

pany of Ba'st Indliin troops wore sent
against thom. Thls company was tlio
Kourth Purijal) Infantry. lt found. thp
brlgands ln a town nbout ton mlles
from tho railway aud flred upon them.
They roturned tho flre; and at tho
flrst volloy Major Brownlng, who was

ln conimiind, wns kllled, and blouten-
ant -Stlrling was wounded., Soveral of
tho Sopoys wero also killod, Thb flr-
lng became gonoral and a rolroat was
ordered, The Knst Indians, who woro
on fool, wero pursued by tho Huang
JloutJies on horsoback and thoy had
greut trouble ln gottlng hni-k to tho
rallroad, Tho next day a compnny ot
700 from the sumo Infantry roglme.nt
went out .wlth 300 .lapanoso soldloYs
and attuclied' the brlgands, They

Whon thc blood bocomos lnfoctod wlth tho vlrua of Oontagious Blood
Poison, tho symptoms aro soon manifostod. Tho mouth nnd throat ulcerate,
copper-colorod spots appoar, n rod rash broaks out, tho halr begins to como
out, and usually ooros aud ulcors show tbomsolvss on dlfforont parts of tho
body. At tho flrst slgn of tho dlsoaso S. S. S. should bo taken, for tho
trouble ls too poworful aud dangorouo to trlflo wlth. If allowed to run on
tho tondoncy ls to work down and attack tho bonoo nnd nervoa, and somo-
thnos it makon a complelo physical wrook of tho sufloror. Tho disoaso can
mako no such hoadway if S. S. 3. is commoncod and usod according to diroc-
tionsj its progress can bo stoppod, tho poison romovod, and hoalth
presorvod. S.S. S. goes into tho blood anel removes tho insldious virus,
cloanses tho circulation and makes a compiete and pormanont curo by
driving out tho causo. S. S. S. quickly takes oiToct on tho blood, and graa-
ually tho symptoms disappoar, tho hoalth ls improvod, tho skhi cloarod of
all spots, soros and blomishr.3, and when S. S. S. has thoroughly purifled tho
circulation no t.raco of tho dlsoaso is left. 8. S. S., a purely vogotablo remedy,
cures Oontagious Blood Poison bocauso it is tho greatost of aU blood puri¬
fiers, tostod aud provon for moro thnn forty yaars. Homo troatmonb
book and any medical advico froo to nll who write.
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found them in the same village. and it
tciuk four hours Of lieavy llghting to

drlve them out. In these two engage-
ments the Htiahg Houtzes lost more
than 300 men. Or about one-lifth of
thelr whole numher.

SpicK nml Mjfnnl Kircn.
On my way from Mukden to Shan-

hal-Kwan 1 saw flres bliizlng >»n the
mountains. They wero of a pe<:ii!lar
shape, formlng a rlng like a horse-
shoe. and I was told that they might
posslbly be the slgnal ilres of the
Huang Houtzes.- These mon have thc
same telegraph system that once pre-
valled ln Korea. They comnuinicate
intelllgence hy ilres bullt on the hlll-
tops. By the number and shape ol
such Ilres they toll thelr fellows what
they are dolng and within a shorl
time nre able to send word from onf

part of Manchurla to the other.
Many of thelr slgnal lights-.are madr

of wooden pegs, whloh are hollowei:
out at tho top and filled wlth a com-

position. Half way down each pe*
there is a hole to which a fuse It
attached. When thls is lit the com-

position blazos up, glving a verj
brlght, round llRht, whlch lasts sev-

eral seconds. One such tlash means

one thlng, two another, and three an¬

other, the numhor of Ilashes Indlcatlng
ihe message.
The Huang Houtzes have their splos

all over the country, and that even Ir
the magistrates' ofllces. Your coach-
man may be a brtgand in dlsguise.
You are not sure as to your fellow-
passengers, and tho natlve who says
he Is not afraid and boasts of his Im-
munlty from the Huang Uout/.es ls
pretty sure to he robbed.

Thc PlratCM of Mnncburln.
Theso same men carry on piraey

along tho coast. They go out in junks,
pretonding to he merchants, and latei
put ln at llttle known harbors to take
on thelr fellows. They have captured
salllng Junks and tho smaller tradlng
craft of the Chinese. Their sphere oi

operation has boen the Gulf of Pechlll
and the consts of .Manchurla and
Northern Korea. If they are chased
by tho men-of-war they sail .up Intc
the rlvcrs, where the water ls so

shallow that large vessels cannot fol-
low. Some years slnce a Japanese
gunboat captured two of these plrate
junks and found more than $300,000
worth of silver ln thom. Tho plratos
frequcntly appear near Newchwang,
lylng in wait for the junks as they
como out of tho rlver, and making each
junk pay toll. They sometimes leavo
thoir junks and pillage the villages on

shore.
Tlie Ilrlgauils of Klrln.

One of the chlof seats ot brlgandage
ls the provlnce of Klrln, whicli llos
north of here. It ls a rich terrl¬
tory, three tlmes as big ns the Stato
of indlana, having altogother a pop¬
ulation of about G.OOO. Its capital
ls Klrln. a town of ahout 100,000 poo¬
ple. Thoro nro many mountains ln
that region whicli are Infested wlth
Huang Houtzes, They aro woll-mount-
nd and well armed, and they collcct
a heavy toll on the big cart trafflu
whlch ls nlwnys niovlng between thu
capltal and Kwan-Cheng-Tsu, tho
noarest station on the South Manchu¬
rlan ltallroad. Not only here, but ln
tho other' provlnces, Insuranco com¬

panles have boen estahllshod to pro-
tect trade by brlbtng tho brlgands.
Kaeh of those companles hns Its flog,
which is usually of a trlangular shape,
Thls takes tho place of tho Huang
Houtze flag, nnd lf tho Huang Houtze.?
havo boon properly pald lt ls respoctod.
Othorwiso not. The Insuranccf com¬

panles seiid armod guards along wlth
thelr carts, but tt ls an opon secret
that lt ls the- rponey whlch thoy pay
ttio'brlgands nnd not their guards that
nffnrds them protectlon.
Durlng a vlsit that I mado to' tho

ponitontlnry ln Mukden I usked tho
dlrector lf ho had any Huniig Houtzes
among hls convicts. Ho replled thnt
he had, and thnt hewouid point out
ono ln ,tho next ward wo ontered. Ho
dlf] so.
The man's h.oad had n plgtail as

black as-that of the ordtnury Chlnosq,
and thero .wns nothlng to distlngulali

hlm from the others In the shop whero
he worked. I afterward photograph-
ed two Huang Houtzes between tho
guards In the yard of the prison.
Dr. Christle, tbe medlcal misslonary,

In charge of the great hospltal at
Mukden. tells me that ho always has
patlents under treatment who havo
boen wounded in these Huang Houtze
ralds, and that sometlmeH they are

HuanfT Houtzes themselves.
Wlplng Out thc IlrlKiiudfl.

The authorities say that tho tlmo
has come now .when thc-He. brlgands
must be exterrninati-d. Their ralds
have attracted the attentlon of out-
slde nationB, nnd tho reform move¬
ment which Is golng on here demands
that trudo bo freed from their taxes.
lt is only on account of the dutles
having been co'mparatlvely light thnt
an outcry has not arlsen long before
thls. The adminlstratlon ot Mukden,
the capital of Manchurla, ls ono of tho
most progresslve of tlie CJiinese Em¬
pire. and the anny connected wlth it
Is especially well drilled. The coun¬

try could be policed as far as the maln
trade routes are concerned. and thls
will probably be done within a short
time. lf the government once puts
Its foot down and lnsists that tho
Huang H'lhlzes be destroyed, an end
will soon be made to these ralds and
the brlgands, wlth tho exceptlon of
those ln the mountalnous distrlcts, wlll
dlsappear.
During my stay ln Korea the military

officials told me that thelr chlef trouble
is not wlth the Insurgents, but wlth
some Korenn brlgands, who aro much
like the Huang Houtzes. They have thelr
homes ln the mountains and sally out
to prey upon the villages. Theso Ko-
rean brlgands are supposed to number
15,000; and they have one chlef, who ls
practlcally tlie head of the whole. The
Japanese soldiers nro pollclng the
mountalnous distrlcts, and they aro

keliing theso brlgands wherever they
flnd them. A similar poiicy ls bound
to be instituted ln Manchurla. The
Chinese government ls now Bendlng
emigrants into tho country north of
Mukden, nnd lt expects to open up
much of its rich government land to
settlement. Mlning concesslons have
been granted to foreignors, and the
Japanese are insistlng that tho country
kllllng these brigands wherovor they
Important than all, ls the very gen¬
eral desire on the part of tho mon who
are runnlng the Chinese government
to introduce Western methods and the
new civlllzatlon, so that, nltogother, lt
would seem that tho Huang Houtze,
powerful as he Is to-day, is doomed
to soon dlsappear.

(Copyright, 1900, by Fran}< O. Car-
penter.)

eaiih
Never Fails to Restore
Gray Hair fo its Naturai
Color and Beauty.
No matter how long ithaa been gray

orfaded. Promotesaluxuriant growth,
of healthy hair. Stops its falling out,
and posltlvely removes Dan¬
druff. Keeps hair soft and glossy. Ke-
fuse all substltutes, 2)4 times as much
in $1.00 as 50c. size. Is Not a Dye.
91 and 50c. bottles. at drngglsts
Sead 2c (or free book " Tbe Care ol tlie -Halr,*'

Philo Hay Spec Co., Ncwark, N. J.
Hay's Harlina Soap cures Pimpie*,red, routfti anil chapped hanila, and all skin dis¬

eases, Keeps skin tlne and solt. 25c. clruKf>i_.t»
Send 2c lor frea book "The Care oi the Skin,*

OWENS & MINOR DRUG
COMPANY


